C   A   L   I   S   T   E

I heard the ablest English and foreign musicians
display at her house all their art and give expression
to all their genius; they were more moved to
emulation by the attention and sensibility of Caliste
than by the recompenses of the great. She invited
no one; but sometimes men of the highest rank
obtained leave to come. On one occasion some
ladies sought the same permission; but it was
denied them. Another time some young men,
hearing the music, made bold to enter. Caliste
said to them that they had doubtless come in error
and might remain if they observed complete
silence, but that she begged them not to return
without having first informed her. You perceive,
madam, that she knew how to make herself
respected; and her lover himself was only the mosl:
submissive as well as the mosl: enchanted of her
admirers.

After the concerts we used to give a supper to
our musicians and amateurs. I was permitted to
bear the cost of these suppers; and it was the only
privilege of that nature which I ever enjoyed.
Never were there gayer repasts. Englishmen,
Germans, Italians, all our " virtuosos" mixed
fantastically enough their languages, their pastimes,
their prejudices, their habits, and their sallies of
wit. With any other women than Caliste these
suppers would have been stiff, or would have
degenerated into orgies; with her they were
decent, gay, and charming.

Caliste having found that, when we were alone,
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